Based on a spatiotemporal analysis of POLAR UVI 3 images, we show that the auroral emission events that 
law shape over a range of 6 orders of magnitude (Uritsky 48 et al. [2002] ) which can be extended to up to 11 orders 49 by combining the satellite data with ground-based TV 50 observations (Kozelov et al. [2004] ).
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The auroral emission statistics reported so far repre- 
Data and Algorithm
We have studied time series of digital images of night- of contiguous activity in space and time were used to com-87 pute the lifetime, Ti, the energy, Ei = k Λ i w(r, t) drdt, 
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The auroral onset positions of each event were estimated with an error of about 300 km in either spatial direction. We organized the data to allow us to compare events that likely originate in the inner magnetosphere relative to events that likely originate in the outer magnetosphere. To accomplish this, we determine the event locations relative to the isotropic boundary (IB) at the meridian of the event origin 1 :
Here, M LTi and M Lati are the onset coordinates of the 
Results and Discussion
In the end we have 7481 events, 6231 and 1250 pole- 
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Our findings can be summarized as follows: (1) Figure 1 . Scatterplot of emission energies E versus relative magnetic latitudes φ of onset locations measured with respect to the empirical IB latitude (IBL) (see eq. (1)). The high-latitude (φ > 0) and the lowlatitude (φ < 0) events contribute to two distinct scaling regimes of energy release dynamics in the nighttime magnetosphere as discussed further in the text. The dashed horizontal line marks the position of the crossover on the energy distribution shown in Fig. 2 . The sharp lower cutoff is due to the fixed activity threshold wa.
Figure 2. Probability distributions of energy E, peak power W , and lifetime T of auroral emission events initiated poleward (φ > 0, crosses) and equatorward (φ < 0, stars) of the empirical IB. The low-latitude distributions are shifted for easier comparison. The solid lines show the log-log distribution slopes for small-scale LL events (the power-law portions to the left of the dashed vertical lines) and for the entire group of HL events. 
